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The Commission refers the Honourable Member to its reply to written question E-
000531/2019 stressing the importance of encouraging “efforts of the producing countries and 
of the different actors involved in the palm oil supply chain towards the sustainable 
production of palm oil”, including on environmental impacts and working conditions in the 
plantations. The Commission further notes that to achieve effective results it is key to improve 
governance across the palm oil sector. 

For example, the Commission funds actions on:
- mutual understanding and exchanges on the different aspects of sustainability, to foster 
sustainable and inclusive palm oil value chains (Malaysia, Indonesia);
- jurisdictional approaches, looking at the sustainability of a sourcing cluster irrespective of 
specific producers, final markets or type of product, to ensure that progress is not limited to 
some plantations or supply chains but covers a whole district1 (Indonesia); 
- responsible and sustainable business, focusing on human rights issues in the palm oil sector 
including labour conditions and conflicts with local communities (Indonesia). 

As set out in the European Green Deal2, the Commission will develop stronger ‘green deal 
diplomacy’ focused on convincing and supporting others to take on their share of promoting 
more sustainable development. The EU can be an effective advocate by setting a credible 
example. The Farm to Fork Strategy3, the 2030 Biodiversity Strategy4 addressing biodiversity 
loss and protecting ecosystems, and the Communication on Stepping up EU action to protect 
and restore the world’s forest5 setting out priorities to protect and sustainably manage forests 
are key in this regard.

On levels of certain substances in vegetable oils for food use, including palm oil, the 
Commission set maximum levels for glycidyl fatty acid esters6 and is considering setting 
maximum levels for 3-monochloropropanediol7. Vegetable oils for the food chain shall 
respect these levels and all other relevant limits to be marketed in the EU. 

1 www.euredd.efi.int/publications/tracking-sustainable-palm-oil-and-defining-jurisdictional-sustainability
2 COM (2019) 640 final
3 COM (2020) 381 final
4 COM (2020) 381 final
5 COM (2019) 352 final 
6 Commission Regulation (EU) 2018/290 of 26 February 2018 amending Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006 as 
regards maximum levels of glycidyl fatty acid esters in vegetable oils and fats, infant formula, follow-on formula 
and foods for special medical purposes intended for infants and young children (OJ L 55, 27.2.2018, p. 27)
7 Draft Commission Regulation (EU)amending Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006 as regards maximum levels of 3-
monochloropropanediol (3-MCPD), 3-MCPD fatty acid esters and glycidyl fatty acid esters in certain foods: 
Available at: 
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=search.documentdetail&Dos_ID=18890&ds_id=
66084&version=2&page=1
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