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Subject: Risk to Natura areas due to lack of funding for management agencies

Even though it was only established recently, the Cyclades Protected Areas Management Agency has 
already contributed significantly to protecting Natura areas in the Cyclades. However, Greece’s 
Ministry of Energy and Environment (MoEE) has made it impossible for this Agency to continue its 
work. More specifically, despite the fact that the budget approved by the Agency for 2019 was 
submitted in good time to the relevant services and despite the fact that the necessary appropriations 
were transferred from the State’s General Accounting Office to the Ministry's budget, the Agency did 
not finally receive the funds and as a result, it was unable to recruit the staff it needed - as had 
already been planned and approved - in order to be able to function properly. As a result, measures 
for the conservation and management of endangered species and habitats in the 36 Natura areas on 
23 islands falling within its remit did not go ahead and there is a danger that the Agency will cease 
operating. The remaining 7 newly established protected area management agencies are also 
basically unable to operate, because they are being starved of funds by the Ministry and lack the 
necessary staff.

In the light of Directives 92/42/EEC and 2009/147/EC, will the Commission say:

1. Do the Ministry's failure to act and obstructionism constitute a violation of Greece's obligations to 
determine the conservation, preservation, restoration and management measures 1 required by 
the above directives and the provisions to prevent habitat degradation 2 ?

2. What steps will the Commission take to ensure that the management agencies can function 
properly?

1 Article 6 (1) of Directive 92/42/EEC and Article 3 (1) of Directive 2009/147/EC
2 Article 6 (2) of Directive 92/42/EEC and Article 4 (4) of Directive 2009/147/EC


