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Subject: The Greek people really are the European Union’s shield

The President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, speaking on 3 March 2020 on the 
occasion of a visit to Kastanies, on the land border between Greece and Turkey, is reported to have 
said: 

‘Turkey is not an enemy’ of the European Union and ‘Greece (is) our European shield.’ 

It is clear that EU citizens might feel they are being asked to back either an EU-funded, non-member 
state (Turkey) which is failing to meet all its commitments, or an EU Member State (Greece) which 
has had to make sacrifices and endure hardship, and which is currently hostage to the (lack of) an EU 
foreign policy.

In view of the commitment to ensure concrete measures to resolve the conflicts that are plaguing the 
Middle East, in order to avert a humanitarian disaster with unimaginable consequences for the people 
involved and for the EU itself, and in the light of the words of former President Jean-Claude Juncker 
‘reckless austerity – we have insulted Greece and we have been insufficiently supportive’, can the 
Commission say:

1. How do you undertake to protect, by taking appropriate measures, the Greek people and war 
refugees, distinguishing those who blend in with them but are actually economic migrants?

2. How does it intend to remind Turkey to comply with all the pacts and agreements it has 
concluded with the Union?

3. How does it intend to ensure that the EU does not use the Greek people as a shield, owing to a 
lack of effective policies?
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