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Subject: Recovery of illegal State aid in Bulgaria

In its decision of 5 September 2014 1 , the Commission deemed that 132 swap transactions that took 
place in Bulgaria between 2007 and 2009 involved the payment of illegal State aid to private 
companies, and ordered the Bulgarian authorities to recover the funds. The transactions concerned 
20 million square metres of state-owned forest in tourist resorts. In 2019, the Government’s own 
assessments concluded that 103 out of the 132 transactions involved State aid, which in total 
amounted to EUR 40 million. However, according to court experts and independent assessments 2 
made public by national media 3 , illegal State aid in fact totals more than EUR 500 million, and large 
sums of State aid were provided to companies not included on the list of 103 transactions. 
Investigations indicate manipulation of the government’s assessments with the aim of severely 
reducing the amount of State aid to be recovered by the authorities.

1. Does the Commission intend to ask the Bulgarian authorities to make public the Government 
assessments of all these swap transactions, and to carry out new, fully transparent and 
independent assessments of the transactions?

2. What measures does the Commission intend to adopt to guarantee that the Bulgarian authorities 
will not allow more illegal State aid to be granted by manipulating the recovery procedure?

1 OJ L 80, 25.3.2015, p. 100 (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2015:080:TOC)
2 https://www.zelenizakoni.com/novini/i-pobeditelyat-v-klasaciyata-za-zamenkite-podarci-kamchiyski-pyasci
3 https://www.btv.bg/video/shows/btv-reporterite/btv-reporterite-da-varnesh-parite.html


