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Subject: Shortage of medicinal products due to disrupted supply chains from China

Since most of the raw materials used in the global production of antibiotics come from China, 
disruptions to supply chains are likely to cause shortages of these active ingredients, which are 
essential for health care in the EU 1 . This is by no means an unprecedented situation. Experts have 
for years been warning about the EU’s almost total dependence on supplies from abroad - particularly 
from China and India - in this field 2 . This dependence is not limited to antibiotics but also affects 
many other areas of pharmaceutical supply (e.g. cortisone), as it has done for many years 3 .

1. What specific action have the Commission and other bodies, institutions and agencies of the EU 
taken since 2012 to tackle the problem of this dependence?

2. What specific action will the Commission and other bodies, institutions and agencies of the EU 
take in the future to tackle the problem of this dependence?

3. What specific action has the Commission taken in the past and will it take in the future to protect 
and re-boot pharmaceutical production in the EU, with particular regard to essential medicinal 
products and other medicaments?

1 https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000114433457/pharma-experte-antibiotika-werden-durch-corona-krise-
knapp

2 https://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/article184640458/Antibiotika-Das-Risiko-bei-Lieferungen-aus-China.html
3 https://www.deutsche-apotheker-zeitung.de/daz-az/2012/daz-13-2012/drug-shortage


