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Subject: Urgent need to adopt a ‘European minimum income’

Chapter III of the European pillar of social rights recognises the need for a minimum income, Article 
14 of which provides that ‘everyone lacking sufficient resources has the right to adequate minimum 
income benefits ensuring a life in dignity at all stages of life, and effective access to enabling goods 
and services’. 

In its resolution of 24 October 2017 on minimum income policies as a tool for fighting poverty, the 
European Parliament called on the European Commission to introduce a binding EU framework 
establishing an adequate minimum income across Europe adapted to the standard of living in each 
Member State, echoing the call by the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC).

In light of the extremely serious situation caused by the coronavirus pandemic and of the statement 
by the President of the Commission, I should like to ask the following question:

When will the Commission push for the adoption of a binding framework for the adoption of a 
European minimum income which may help alleviate the severe economic effects which the 
pandemic will generate?


