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Subject: Domestic violence during the coronavirus pandemic

Directive 2012/29/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council addresses violence in close 
relationships, sexual violence (including rape, sexual assault and harassment), trafficking in human 
beings, slavery, and different kinds of harmful practice, such as forced marriages, female genital 
mutilation and so-called ‘honour crimes’. Women victims of gender-based violence and their children 
often require special support and protection because of the high risk of secondary and repeat 
victimisation.

The coronavirus pandemic means that confinement in the home and other social distancing rules are 
in place, and we face an uncertain future with unpredictable financial outcomes. As people cannot 
leave, the potential for conflicts at home increases 1 .

1. What measures would the Commission consider sufficient, and is the Commission taking these 
measures?

2. How is proportionality assessed, given that only EUR 15 million is allocated to the Daphne 
programme to prevent and combat violence against women, while the Commission provides 
significantly higher amounts for ‘intercultural exchanges’, an example being grants of millions to 
the Anna Lindh Foundation?

3. To what extent can Member States expect additional support during the coronavirus pandemic, 
e.g. to create sufficient places in women’s shelters or to allow for de-escalation measures, such 
as social distancing in cases of family conflicts (housing in empty hotels 2 )?

1 https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52157620
2 https://www.brusselstimes.com/brussels/105172/brussels-hotel-to-shelter-domestic-violence-victims-amid-

coronavirus-quarantine/


