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Subject: Research in Europe into a vaccine against coronavirus poorly funded

Even if not all members of the public will want to be vaccinated, a vaccine will probably be the solution 
to stopping coronavirus.

The Commission has announced its support for research into a coronavirus vaccine.

It has allocated EUR 5.7 million to call for proposals SC1-PHE-CORONAVIRUS-2020 1 .

It would also seem that the Germany company CureVac received EUR 80 million on 16 March 2020 2 
without any tendering process. CureVac makes no mention of this funding on its website 3 .

These amounts seem derisory when compared with the almost EUR 2 billion deemed necessary for 
the development of a vaccine 4 .

The Commission has announced financial support of EUR 50 million to Nigeria 5 , EUR 50 million to 
Albania, EUR 68 million to Kosovo 6 , EUR 71 million to Palestine 7 , EUR 75 million to Algeria 8 , 
EUR 250 million to Tunisia and EUR 450 million to Morocco 9 (i.e. over EUR 1 billion) for their fight 
against coronavirus.

1. Does the Commission know of other projects launched specifically for this vaccine and funded by 
the Member States or by itself?

2. Why have prophylactic vaccines been expressly excluded from the Innovative Medicines 
Initiative’s call for proposals 10 ?

3. On what scientific grounds was CureVac granted funding, without any tendering process, rather 
than a project led by Sanofi Pasteur or GlaxoSmithKline, world leaders in the sector established 
in Europe, or other companies?

1 https://frama.link/73Uq5P9-
2 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_474
3 Company website https://www.curevac.com/partnering (consulted 21 April 2020).
4 Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) set up in 2017 at the Davos World Economic Forum; 

https://frama.link/syMdy2tc
5 https://frama.link/d7vK_yT5
6 https://twitter.com/EU_Commission/status/1252922832578916354?s=09
7 https://frama.link/D2d8K-8k
8 https://frama.link/9Je3Bng1
9 https://frama.link/S-2DdTZh
10 The Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) is a public-private partnership set up between the European 

Commission and the pharmaceutical industry; https://frama.link/Wfm1LCrv


