
PE651.821v02-00

Question for written answer E-002797/2020/rev.1
to the Commission
Rule 138
Christine Anderson (ID)

Subject: Former EU Commissioner Oettinger and the EU Ethical Committee

Günther Oettinger left the Commission last November after 10 years in the Commission. In 2018, the 
Commission, of which he was a member, adopted a stricter Code of Conduct for EU Commissioners. 
The ‘cooling-off’ period for former Commissioners was extended to two years, during which time they 
are obliged to inform the Commission before taking up a new position. Some activities, such as 
lobbying Commissioners or Commission staff, are subject to restrictions. 1

In addition, a new reinforced independent Ethical Committee has been created to replace the current 
ad hoc Ethical Committee. The aim of the new Committee is to ensure tighter controls and to advise 
the Commission on ethical issues.

It has already approved two posts for Mr Oettinger (the German Society for Foreign Policy and the 
Advisory Board of the Society for the Promotion of the State Museum of Baden-Württemberg). 

A few weeks ago, Mr Oettinger flew to Hungary, where he was offered the post of Vice-Chairman of 
the newly founded National Science Policy Council.  2 The London Speaker Bureau, a lucrative 
keynote speaker agency, is already using Oettinger’s name in its promotional literature, even though 
the Ethical Committee has not yet signalled its approval.

1. Does the Commission view the Günther Oettinger case as a model of compliance with 
Article 245 TFEU and its self-imposed ethical guidelines?

2. To what extent does the Commission see a conflict of interest at work here, since it appoints staff 
to the Ethical Committee which is tasked with monitoring compliance with the Code of Ethics it 
has itself drawn up?

3. To what extent is a reform of the Commission’s Code of Ethics likely?

1 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/de/IP_18_504
2 https://www.wiwo.de/my/politik/europa/eu-ethikausschuss-die-kommissare-bestellen-sich-ihre-eigene-

jury/25743896.html


