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Using the potential of digital and data technologies is of high priority for the Commission. 
These technologies can enhance the sustainability and competitiveness of the agricultural 
sector. In 2019, the Commission worked with Member States on a declaration to promote a 
comprehensive approach towards digitalisation and to smart and sustainable agriculture 
through the synergetic use of several policy instruments1 fostering family farms and Artificial 
Intelligence (AI). It entails a commitment to facilitate the deployment of digital technologies 
in agriculture by strengthening the Europe-wide technology infrastructure, and to draw 
national Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Strategic Plans in an ambitious way to 
complement the declaration. 

Proposed future actions to trigger the digital transformation include the set-up of Testing and 
Experimentation Facilities for AI for the agri-food sector under the Digital Europe 
Programme. The set-up of a Common Agriculture Data Space may also lead to a data pool as 
a basis for AI applications. Further actions foreseen to facilitate the use of AI-based 
technologies by farmers cover in particular: strengthening agricultural knowledge and 
innovation systems and digital skills, setting-up Digital Innovation Hubs, financing dedicated 
Research & Innovation actions under Horizon Europe, and continuing financial and technical 
support for the broadband roll-out in areas of market failure. 

The Commission will also elaborate an EU level long-term vision for rural areas by the first 
half of 2021. This vision aims to enable rural areas to make the most of their potential, 
including through the digital transformation of agriculture.

The further development of post-2020 programmes including the CAP, the Digital Europe 
Programme and Horizon Europe will take into account the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Additional resources will be available for the recovery of the agricultural sector including for 
digitalisation. 

1https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/eu-member-states-join-forces-digitalisation-european-
agriculture-and-rural-areas.


