Question for written answer E-003074/2020
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Rule 138
Antonio López-Istúriz White (PPE)
Subject:	Political crisis in Lebanon
The EU-Lebanon Association Agreement entered into force on 1 April 2006 and aims to promote Lebanon’s development as a stable, democratic, politically open and economically strong neighbouring country. This agreement is a form of recognition of the substantial ties the European Union has with Lebanon. The EU is, in fact, Lebanon’s largest trading partner and already supports and assists the country through the European Neighbourhood Policy.
Lebanon’s problems are not only economic, but also political. In order to have a functioning and strong economy, political reforms are needed in order to fight corruption and strengthen transparency and the rule of law. However, Hezbollah’s participation in the government and the constant political, social and economic meddling of the Iranian-backed militias have pushed the country into an even greater and unprecedented crisis. Iranian interference in Lebanon is also jeopardising its neutrality in foreign affairs and opening up a breach in a traditionally multicultural society.
In view of the above, and given the negative political and economic influence that Hezbollah has been exerting on Lebanon, what is the EU doing to stop the Iranian-backed militias from dragging Lebanon further into regional tensions, thus jeopardising its sovereignty and independence?
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