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Subject: Controversial EU cooperation with Russia and China on space research 

Today’s launch of the Falcon 9 rocket and Crew Dragon capsule marks a breakthrough in manned 
space missions, with the United States becoming independent of Russia in the area of space 
cooperation For political, military, financial, scientific and technological reasons, this is a logical and 
rational decision. I think it is unfortunate that the EU is moving in the opposite direction, continuing its 
controversial cooperation with Russia and China. Analysis of R&I projects implemented under FP7 
clearly shows that the EU treats authoritarian Russia and China in the same way as the United 
States. It is clear that Russia’s strategy is geared towards such cooperation, ensuring its supply of 
resources and new technologies and making Europe dependent. However, Russia can neither deliver 
breakthrough technologies nor provide us with any autonomy. On the contrary, its programmes are 
outdated, expensive and plagued by corruption scandals. We must not forget that space technologies 
also have military applications. The Russians do not hide this. It is not clear to me how the 
Commission envisages cooperating with the Head of Roscosmos, Dmitry Rogozin, who is subject to 
sanctions by the EU, the US and Canada.

The choice of Russia or China as partners is not only politically controversial; it is taking us away from 
space. Thanks to the Artemis programme, the Americans will already be returning to the moon in four 
years, and are planning a manned mission to Mars. The objectives of cooperation with the Russians 
are far less ambitious.

Does the Commission intend to carry out a revision of its partnership cooperation in the area of space 
policy and adapt it to the geopolitical situation, and also carry out a substantive assessment of this 
cooperation?


