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Subject: USA pulls out of OECD talks in disagreement with Europe on a global digital tax plan 
(follow-up to answer to Written Question E-000055/2020 – EU Digital tax proposal by 
end of 2020

On 17 June 2020, the  Financial Times reported ‘In a letter to four European finance ministers seen 
by the  Financial Times , US Treasury secretary Steven Mnuchin 1 warned that discussions had 
reached an “impasse”. He said the US was unable to agree even on an interim basis on changes to 
global taxation law that would affect leading US digital companies. The move dashes international 
discussions under the auspices of the Paris-based OECD for a more equitable approach to taxing 
multinational companies’ 2 .

In its answer to my Written Question E-000055/2020 3 , the Commission stated that: ‘The Commission 
will assess the different scenarios before proposing a way forward, taking into account the outcome of 
the OECD discussions’.

In a Twitter post, Commissioner Paolo Gentiloni rightly reacted 4 to the US decision to pull out of the 
OECD global talks. He said ‘there is a need a digital tax adapted to the reality of the new century. 
Understanding is needed in the global negotiation. If the USA stop making it possible, the 
Commission will put a new European proposal on the table’.

Given the urgency of the COVID-19 economic crisis:

1. Can the Commission confirm that it will put forward its EU digital tax proposal 5 by the end of this 
year?

2. Does it agree that it is better for companies to have one single EU digital tax rather than 27 
different ones proposed by the Member States 6 ?

1 https://twitter.com/markscott82/status/1273327402660265985
2 https://www.ft.com/content/1ac26225-c5dc-48fa-84bd-b61e1f4a3d94
3 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2020-000055-ASW_EN.html
4 https://twitter.com/PaoloGentiloni/status/1273537991542222848
5 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/cwp-2020_en.pdf
6 https://twitter.com/BrunoLeMaire/status/1273522313330397184


