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Subject: The hunting of the protected turtle dove in Malta in breach of EU Law

Each spring, the European turtle dove 1 , a protected species, is killed by hunters in Malta in breach of 
the Birds Directive 2 . Since 2017, Malta has not opened a legal derogation for the hunting of turtle 
doves. Such a derogation could in any case not be justified, as the species has been assigned a 
vulnerable conservation status by the IUCN 3 and the Birds Directive forbids incompatible 
derogations 4 and the application of measures leading to a deterioration in conservation status 5 . 
However, owing to the influence of the hunting lobby, the dedicated hunting seasons in 2019 and 
2020 coincided exactly with the spring peak migration of the turtle dove, and not with the migration of 
the common quail. Malta is notorious for its disregard of environmental legislation and has not 
enforced the hunting ban, giving hunters de facto authorisation to hunt turtle doves. As a result, 
numerous birds have been killed and the preservation efforts of other EU Member States have been 
undermined.

1. Is the Commission aware of the illegal hunting of turtle doves in Malta? What measures have 
been taken and will be taken to counteract this?

2. Why has DG ENV 6 been passive on this issue for years? Will this now change given that the 
Biodiversity Strategy has made the enforcement of environmental legislation, and ensuring 
compliance therewith, a key priority?

1  Streptopelia turtur
2 Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the 

conservation of wild birds, OJ L 20, 26.1.2010, p. 7
3 International Union for the Conservation of Nature
4 Article 9(4)
5 Article 13
6 Commission Directorate-General for Environment


