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As announced in the European Green Deal1 (EGD), a Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability is 
planned to be adopted in 2020 addressing chemicals policy objectives. The strategy will 
acknowledge the need for a zero pollution ambition, which might also require product safety 
legislation tightening to avoid chemical leakage into ambient air. 

Annex I of the Machinery Directive2 contains essential health and safety requirements 
covering the concerned type of risks of industrial and 3D printers3. This Directive is 
technology neutral, while existing technical standards provide possible technical solutions to 
warrant the compliance with the Directive. 

On EU Ecolabel criteria for imaging equipment, they expired in 2017 due to lack of uptake 
among industry. The development of new EU Ecolabel criteria for such products is currently 
not planned.

On product safety and liability, and consumer rights on laser printer manufacturers to 
incorporate pollutant filters, the Commission is not envisaging specific actions at this stage. 
However, under the product or chemical legislation developments announced in the EGD, 
these risks may be considered.

In the broader context of initiatives on printers, a new voluntary agreement on printers is 
being negotiated by the industry to include cartridges, covering aspects like energy efficiency 
and durability, reparability, upgradability, maintenance, reuse and recycling. Should this 
voluntary agreement not be ambitious enough, the Commission has committed to regulate4.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
2 Directive 2006/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006 on machinery, and 
amending Directive 95/16/EC (recast), OJ L 157, 9.6.2006, p. 24–86.
3 in section 1.1.3 “Materials and products” and section 1.5.13 “Emissions of hazardous materials and 
substances” of Annex I.
4 As announced in the Circular Economy Action Plan - For a cleaner and more competitive Europe. 
COM(2020)98 final.


