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to the Commission
Rule 138
Dimitrios Papadimoulis (GUE/NGL), Konstantinos Arvanitis (GUE/NGL), Elena Kountoura 
(GUE/NGL), Alexis Georgoulis (GUE/NGL)

Subject: Direct violation by the President and the Vice-President of the Commission of their 
obligations of impartiality and objectivity and of the Code of Conduct

Article 245 TFEU 1 and Article 17 (3) TEU 2 stipulate that Members of the Commission must perform 
their duties with impartiality and objectivity. Furthermore, Article 9 (3) and Article 10 (6) of the Code of 
Conduct for Members of the Commission  3 specifically state that they are obliged to refrain from 
making public statements or intervening on behalf of any political party.

In direct breach of these obligations, the President and the Vice-President of the Commission, Ms 
Dubravka Šuica, have participated in a pre-election spot of the HDZ party in Croatia  4 , together with 
Heads of State and other personalities belonging to the same European party, supporting its election 
campaign with a smile on their faces 5 .

In an online post 6 , the Commission spokesman hastened to state that the President had taken part 
in a personal capacity and expressed regret that this was not reflected in the spot, thereby indirectly 
acknowledging the breach of the above obligations. However, this does not alter the fact that, at the 
end of the day, both women appear in a spot which mentions their institutional functions and also 
clearly shows the EU flag - a fact that alone would have pointed to their institutional functions.

In view of the above, will the Commission say:

Why did the President and the Vice-President of the Commission participate in this pre-election spot, 
given that they knew that they were in direct breach of their obligations under the Treaties and the 
Code of Conduct for Members of the Commission?

1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EL/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12016E/TXT&from=EN 
2 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EL/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12016M/TXT&from=EN 
3 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EL/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018D0221(02)&from=EN 
4 https://twitter.com/HDZ_HR/status/1279032710556717056 
5 https://www.politico.eu/article/commission-expresses-regret-over-von-der-leyens-video-for-croatian-party/, 

http://www.tribtown.com/2020/07/06/eu-europe-croatia/, 
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/news/article/commission-admits-series-of-mistakes-made-after-von-
der-leyen-croatia-election-video 

6 https://twitter.com/MamerEric/status/1279781924190466054 


