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The Honourable Members are kindly invited to refer to the answer to written question E-
000459/2017 as regards the compliance with Union law of using the names ‘Kalamata’ to 
designate the olives of the variety ‘Kalamon’ not covered by the Protected Designation of 
Origin (PDO)  ‘Ελιά Καλαμάτας’ (Elia Kalamatas). Use of the varietal name does not 
automatically infringe the protection provided for geographical indications (GIs), whether 
PDOs or PGIs (protected geographical indications). 

Without prejudice to the Commission’s role as Guardian of the Treaties, national authorities 
are primarily responsible for the enforcement of rules to protect registered names in the 
marketplace. They are bound to take the appropriate administrative and judicial steps to 
prevent or to stop the unlawful use of GIs1. For possible non-compliance in another Member 
State, a competent authority can notify their counterparts of the breach under the 
Administrative Assistance and Cooperation system established across the Union, enabling the 
latter to take necessary action. The Commission audits national systems for enforcement of 
food law, including provisions on GIs. Further, in case of a systemic failure to apply EU law 
in a Member State, the Commission may itself intervene. 

As stated above, the Commission notes that ‘Kalamon’ is the name of a variety of olive and 
not the registered name of a PDO.

The Commission has undertaken to strengthen the legislative framework on GIs in the Farm 
to Fork strategy2, and is currently working on options to deliver on this commitment.

1 Article 13(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council on quality 
schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs, OJ L 343 p. 1
2 ‘A Farm to Fork Strategy for a fair, healthy and environmentally-friendly food system’, 20.5.2020, COM(2020) 
381 final, section 2.3, p. 12.
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