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Subject: Chinese influence at European universities 

In recent years 1 China has begun to fund many European universities and has expanded its soft 
power into the academic sphere. As we all should know at this point, Chinese money does not come 
without strings attached, and some of the courses that have been funded have been tantamount to 
propaganda 2 . Meanwhile, European universities continue to accept ever-increasing numbers of 
Chinese students. It has been argued that by allowing Chinese students to study and spend time here 
in Europe, we may be able to influence their values and in the long run, bring China’s values closer to 
those of the West. But so far, little or no empirical evidence exists that studying in Europe causes 
Chinese students to embrace Western values.

In the light of this, I would like to know:

1. What measures the Commission intends to take to limit China’s influence at European 
universities.

2. Whether the Commission would consider commissioning longitudinal values surveys to ensure 
that Chinese students at European universities are adopting Western values during their time 
here.

3. Whether the Commission would agree to withdraw EU funding from universities that receive 
funding from China (other than tuition fees from Chinese students).

1 https://thediplomat.com/2020/02/countering-chinas-influence-campaigns-at-european-universities/
2 https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/china-funded-propaganda-course-at-czech-university/


