Question for written answer E-004589/2020
to the Commission
Rule 138
Brando Benifei (S&D), Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI)
Subject:	Arbitrary arrest and detention of LGBTI activists in Poland
On 7 August 2020, the police in Poland arrested 50 people in Warsaw who were protesting against LGBT activist Margot Szutowic being ‘taken into custody’. Her arrest is just the latest in a series of indiscriminate arrests of LGBT rights activists for holding peaceful protests, based on Article 196 of the Polish criminal code.
In view of the above:
1.	Would the Commission not agree that an overly broad blasphemy law like this Polish one violates the freedom of speech guarantees laid down in EU and international law, and if so, what measures does it believe it can introduce to protect LGBT activists in that country?
2.	Will the Commission take action to create a mechanism that ensures EU funds allocated to Member States cannot be used improperly by any country that consistently breaches rules on fundamental rights?
3.	Will the Commission widen the scope of the scrutiny Poland is subject to under Article 7 TEU – which provides for penalties for Member States who breach EU fundamental values – in order to tackle Poland’s infringement of the principles of non-discrimination and tolerance?
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