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Subject: The Commission proposal for a fishing quota for Western Baltic Herring, contrary to zero-
catch advice, and the Baltic multiannual plan failing to rebuild fish populations

According to Commission report COM/2020/04941, the Baltic multiannual plan (MAP) provides ‘a 
stable long-term instrument to implement the CFP [common fisheries policy] in the Baltic Sea (..) 
ensuring remedial measures for stocks under pressure’.

It also states that ‘for stocks under pressure, which have so little fish in the sea that they are below 
dangerous minimum levels, the plan creates a safety net. The safety net ensures that, for stocks 
under pressure, quotas are reduced to a minimum and additional remedial measures are taken to 
rebuild them’.

Can the Commission provide examples of which populations have benefited from this safety net and, 
as a result, recovered?

In 2018, the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) found that the biomass of the 
population of Western Baltic Herring had been driven below the dangerous level (Blim). ICES 
therefore issued a zero catch recommendation. Article 5.3 of the Baltic MAP allows the Commission 
to suspend the targeted fishery if a population falls below the Blim level. The Commission, however, 
proposed total allowable catches (TACs) of 2651 tonnes for 2020 and 1575 tonnes for 2021, 
significantly above the scientific recommendation for zero catches. Can the Commission explain how 
these TACs, which are above the sustainable level advised by the best available science, can be 
regarded as a remedial measure to rebuild the population?

1 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council of 14 September 2020 entitled ‘First 
report on the implementation of the Multiannual Plan for the stocks of cod, herring and sprat in the Baltic Sea 
and the fisheries exploiting those stocks’.


