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Question for written answer  E-005764/2020
to the Commission
Rule 138
Jordi Cañas (Renew)

Subject: State of play in the ratification process for the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement

The appointment of Mr Dombrovskis as Commissioner with responsibility for international trade has 
coincided with a radical change in the Commission’s stance on the EU-Mercosur Association 
Agreement ratification process.

During the mandatory hearing in the INTA committee, the new Commissioner said that the agreement 
would not be ratified in its current form. He repeatedly stated that ‘meaningful commitment’ on the part 
of the Mercosur countries regarding the fight against deforestation and implementation of the Paris 
Agreement were prerequisites for its ratification1. The Commissioner also said that efforts to secure 
that meaningful commitment had already begun informally2.

Against this background, and should it be confirmed that the Commission intends to postpone the 
start of the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement ratification process, I ask the Commission the 
following questions:

1. Could the Commission clarify what it means by ‘meaningful commitment’ and how it will make 
that commitment binding and enforceable?

2. What is the Commission’s agenda and timetable for securing this commitment?

3. What informal or formal talks has the Commission held thus far in an effort to secure this 
commitment, and with whom?

1 ‘[...] as it [the agreement] currently stands, we will not put forward this ratification. [...] we will need significant 
results, a meaningful [commitment] from the Mercosur countries before we can proceed with the ratification. 
[...] it is important that we have a meaningful commitment from Mercosur countries on deforestation and on 
the Paris Agreement in order to be able to successfully move forward this ratification. [...], and informally the 
Commission has already started to do so, to see what meaningful commitment we can have from Mercosur 
countries and how we indeed can avoid that there are risks for deforestation, because I think we all agree that 
we want to avoid it.’

2 ‘So this is something which we need to do at EU level, and definitely we need to engage with Mercosur 
countries, first and foremost Brazil; and informally the Commission has already started to do so.’


