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Question for written answer E-005787/2020
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Elena Lizzi (ID), Paolo Borchia (ID), Susanna Ceccardi (ID), Francesca Donato (ID), Marco 
Dreosto (ID), Matteo Adinolfi (ID), Danilo Oscar Lancini (ID), Gianna Gancia (ID), Simona 
Baldassarre (ID), Luisa Regimenti (ID), Stefania Zambelli (ID), Alessandro Panza (ID), Antonio 
Maria Rinaldi (ID), Viktor Uspaskich (Renew), Elżbieta Kruk (ECR), Emmanouil Fragkos (ECR), 
Markus Buchheit (ID), Annika Bruna (ID), Ivan Vilibor Sinčić (NI)

Subject: Child exploitation in cobalt mines in the Democratic Republic of Congo

Exploitation in the cobalt-rich regions of the Democratic Republic of Congo is an increasingly critical 
phenomenon in the defence of human and children’s rights.

Cobalt is one of the fundamental raw materials for the production of lithium batteries used to power 
electric cars and consumer electronic devices, considered the main protagonists of the ecological 
revolution. However, at international level, the effects of green transition policies on local populations 
are often neglected.

Indeed, in the Lualaba region, where more than 60 % of the world supply of cobalt comes from, there 
is the highest death rate among children aged between six and eight, caused by the poor working 
conditions they are forced to work in. According to an International Rights Advocates’ report, children 
work illegally in the mines owned by Anglo-Swiss Company Glencore, which sells cobalt to Umicore, a 
Brussels-based trader, who in turn sells it to some of the richest companies in the world, such as Dell, 
Microsoft and Tesla.

In light of the above information, how the does the VP/HR intend to:

1. Investigate the activities of multinationals based in Europe?

2. Promote a battery manufacturing and importing system for electronic goods that guarantees 
human rights, transparency and legality?

3. Counteract these child exploitation practices?
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1 This question is supported by a Member other than the authors: Gianantonio Da Re (ID)


