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1. Renewable energy support schemes are primarily the responsibility of Member States. 
However, EU funding for hydro projects is possible. Horizon 2020 projects on hydropower, 
for instance, will receive up to EUR 52.8 million from EU funds1 to work on technology, 
sustainability and environmental impacts. Regarding cohesion policy, hydropower 
investments can be financed under the heading of “other renewable sources”. However, no 
breakdown per technology is available2. There are also no estimates yet on hydropower 
funding in the coming years.

2. According to Eurostat, hydropower represented the largest share of renewable electricity 
generation in 2018 with 36.5% over the total renewable electricity generation (excluding 
production from pumped hydro) and 11.8% of the total electricity production in the EU. The 
total production of hydropower was relatively stable over the last five years. According to the 
impact assessment for the Climate Target Plan 2030, the total production from hydropower is 
expected to increase slightly but its share in the electricity mix is likely to decline to 9 or 
10%3. 

3. The Commission provides support for the Member State assessments of the pressures and 
impacts exerted by hydropower plants on aquatic ecosystems required under the Water 
Framework Directive4. The Commission’s assessment of the second River Basin 
Management Plans provides an overview of hydropower in this context5.  Through a 
guidance document6, the Commission provides support on the procedure that needs to be 
followed according to the Habitats Directive7 for the protection of species and habitats.  The 
Commission will also support Member States with the implementation of the Biodiversity 
Strategy8.

1 Kougias I, Low carbon Energy Observatory, Hydropower Technology Development Report 2019, European 
Commission, 2020, JRC120763, also see Annex for details.
2 https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/themes/4
3 Impact assessment, SWD(2020) 176 final. The relative share of hydropower is expected to decline until 2050 
despite growing in absolute terms from 29 Mtoe to 32 Mtoe. The development in the EU is limited and potential 
developments will need to take into account the need to restore freshwater ecosystems and the natural functions 
of rivers in order to achieve the objectives of the Water Framework Directive.
4 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a 
framework for Community action in the field of water policy, OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1–73.
5 https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/67f12506-5494-4b7e-8742-11b70c6cd280
6 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/hydro_final_june_2018_en.pdf
7 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
flora. OJ L 206, 22.7.1992.
8 COM 52020- 380 final.


