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On 3 April 2020, the Commission adopted Decision (EU) 2020/4911 enabling Member States 
to temporarily exempt from VAT (and relieve from customs duties) vital goods needed to 
combat the effects of the COVID-19 outbreak (covering amongst other personal protective 
equipment like masks, in vitro diagnostic tests, medical devices such as ventilators and a 
limited number of medicines2).

This decision covers only importation and not intra-Community or domestic supplies. 
However, if the 2018 Commission proposal on the reform of the system of VAT rates3 were 
adopted, it would enable Member States, under certain conditions, to apply a reduced or even 
a zero VAT rate in respect of the intra-Community and domestic supplies of the above goods, 
amongst other. 

That proposal is currently under discussion among Member States in Council. The 2016 
Communication on enforcement of EU Law4 sets out that the Commission would not 
normally launch infringement procedures when a legislative proposal which would make the 
conduct in question lawful is pending before the Council. Therefore, pending the adoption of 
the proposal on VAT rates, and in light of the exceptional circumstances that Member States 
face due to the COVID-19 pandemic, actions are not envisaged if reduced rates are applied 
temporarily to the goods in question.

1 Commission Decision (EU) 2020/491 of 3 April 2020 on relief from import duties and VAT exemption on 
importation granted for goods needed to combat the effects of the COVID-19 outbreak during 2020 (OJ L 103 I, 
3.4.2020, p. 1), prolonged until the end of April 2021.
2 See indicative list of goods covered on https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/sites/taxation/files/03-04-2020-
import-duties-vat-exemptions-on-importation-covid-19-list-of-goods.pdf
3 Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 2006/112/EC as regards rates of value added tax, 
COM(2018) 20 final.
4 Communication from the Commission C/2016/8600 - EU law: Better results through better application, OJ C 
18, 19.1.2017, p. 10.


