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Subject: A bilateral investment agreement with Taiwan as a logical next step in strengthening the 
EU’s ties with Asia and a counterweight to China’s economic expansion

The EU has been actively promoting the Europe-Asia Connectivity Strategy in recent years. After the 
signing of free trade agreements with Japan, Korea, Singapore and Vietnam, signing a bilateral 
investment agreement (BIA) with Taiwan is a logical next step in strengthening the EU’s ties with Asia 
and a counterweight to China’s economic expansion. Unlike China, the EU and Taiwan are like-
minded partners in many respects: commitment to freedom, democracy, free market and human 
rights. In 2019 Taiwan was the EU’s fifth largest trading partner in Asia and its 15th largest trading 
partner worldwide. In terms of bilateral investments, the EU is the largest source of foreign direct 
investment in Taiwan, and there is ample room to boost Taiwanese investments in the EU. Taiwan is 
home to numerous companies that are world leaders in the technologies of the future, and a BIA will 
strengthen collaborative ventures with Taiwanese partners. The competence to formally deepen 
investment relations and make any legal changes to them lies with the EU institutions. An investment 
agreement would benefit both partners significantly.

1. Given that Parliament has called for the swift opening of investment negotiations with Taiwan, as 
per the evaluation letter to Trade Commissioner Dombrovskis, does the Commission intend to 
start the negotiations in the near future?

2. Does the Commission have a roadmap for these negotiations?


