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Subject: Definition of grease wool

Council Regulation (EC) No 510/2006 on the protection of geographical indications and designations 
of origin for agricultural products and foodstuffs lists wool among the agricultural products mentioned 
in Article 1 and Annex II.

At the same time, Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 laying down health rules as regards animal by-
products and derived products not intended for human consumption and repealing Regulation (EC) 
No 1774/2002 defines wool obtained from routine shearing as a by-product which needs to be treated 
to eliminate the presence of pathogenic bacteria before it can be placed on the market.

The discrepancy between these two regulations creates uncertainty around wool production and 
processing, preventing this commodity from being used as a source of revenue with the potential to 
revive and boost rural economies.

In the light of the above, can the Commission say:

1. whether it agrees that there is a contradiction between the different legal definitions of wool?

2. whether it believes that Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 should be revised and wool listed as an 
agricultural product?


