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Subject: The Commission’s promotion of Green List certification

The new International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Green List standard provides a great 
bottom-up approach that can significantly improve the governance and management of the European 
Natura 2000 (N2K) sites. The purpose of this standard is to measure, improve and maintain the 
performance of N2K sites through meeting regionally adapted criteria that benchmark good 
governance, sound design and planning, effective management and successful conservation 
outcomes. By committing to meet the IUCN Green List of Protected and Conserved Areas Standard, 
site managers will be able to demonstrate and maintain performance and deliver real nature 
conservation results. According to the EU Nature Directives, Member States are required to 
effectively manage the Natura 2000 network. In this context, the IUCN Green List Standard adapted 
to Natura 2000 sites will hopefully provide a benchmark of excellence, helping sites achieve equitable 
governance, sound design and planning, effective management and positive conservation outcomes.

Applying for Green List certification should be a requirement for any Natura 2000 management 
authority funded by EU money.

Does the Commission plan to promote this certification in order to improve the management of Natura 
2000 sites in Europe and to prove the sound use of EU funds for Natura 2000 management?


