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Subject: Monitoring and preventing the illegal trafficking of toxic waste between the EU and 
Tunisia

In 2020, Tunisia, which signed an association agreement with the EU in 19951, has been receiving 
waste trafficked illegally by an Italian company active in Calabria. So far, it has been sent 282 
containers of waste that, although declared to be plastics, have actually contained toxic Y46 waste2.

The waste comes from an area nicknamed ‘land of pyres’ that has been devastated by eco-mafias 
and is one of the worst polluted and most hazardous parts of Italy.

The cross-border movement of hazardous waste and its disposal are governed by the Basel 
Convention3, to which the EU is party, and the Bamako Convention, an African Union treaty4.

The conventions call on signatory parties to ensure that hazardous waste is managed and disposed 
of in an environmentally sound manner.

The EU transposed the Basel Convention by means of the Waste Shipment Regulation, which 
banned the export of toxic or hazardous waste to countries in the global south5.

Given the seriousness of the matter:

1. What instruments can be used to check that Member States are actually preventing the illegal 
trafficking of waste in areas overrun by criminal groups?

2. Does the Commission plan to incorporate tools to tackle illegal imports of toxic waste into the 
EU-Tunisia Association Agreement?
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1 8/238/EC, ECSC: Council and Commission Decision of 26 January 1998
2 Statement by Majdi Karbai, Member of the Tunisian Republic
3 Council Regulation (EEC) No 259/93 and Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006
4 African Union treaty, signed 30 January 1991, Bamako, Mali
5 Council Regulation (EEC) No 259/93
6 This question is supported by a Member other than the authors: Eleonora Evi (NI)


