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Subject: E-waste and batteries in the oceans

In 2019, 53.6 million tonnes of electrical waste were collected worldwide, of which only 17.4 % were 
recycled. Electrical waste not dealt with by other means, is sent to third world countries where it is 
partially dismantled, incinerated or thrown into the sea under conditions which are harmful to human 
health and the environment.

This waste contains hazardous and toxic substances such as an estimated 50 tonnes of mercury, 
which in part ends up in the environment, including in the ocean.

1. Does the Commission have any estimates as to how many tonnes of toxic and dangerous 
substances have ended up in the ocean as a result of the above practices?

2. Does the Commission know the extent to which the transport and energy transition will result in 
an increase in the amount of electrical waste by 2050?

3. Does the Commission have any estimates of the quantities of toxic and hazardous substances 
that will end up in the ocean by 2050, if the recycling rate remains at 2019 levels?


