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Subject:	Distortion of competition in instruments for calibrating tachographs in Italy and the responsibility of the Ministry of Economic Development
In Italy, the Italian firm O.R.T. produces innovative GTT instruments for calibrating digital tachographs that cost ten times less than those currently on the market.
However, although they have been approved, the Ministry of Economic Development (MISE) has obstructed their placing on the market, both through the refusal of licences for motor workshops that decided to use the new GTTs and through an anti-competition decree[footnoteRef:0] that favours foreign multinationals at the expense of O.R.T. This has led to an increase in prices and more limited freedom of choice for consumers. [0:  	Article 7(5) of the Ministerial Decree of 11 March 2005.] 

The MISE has systematically granted licences to motor workshops for the use of ‘roller benches’ (produced by a small number of multinationals) although these are not compliant and affect the calibration of tachographs, with dangerous consequences for road traffic.
The action taken by the Italian competition authority, AGCM, which has found that competition has been distorted and has on several occasions asked the MISE to grant licences to O.R.T., has been unsuccessful.
Can the Commission say what its position is in relation to:
1.	the degree of safety on the roads provided to motorists by the instruments currently on the market;
2.	the infringement of competition rules and consumer rights provisions?
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