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The Commission is familiar with the results of the Amber study1. River fragmentation 
represents indeed a significant pressure on the state of river ecosystems and exerts impacts on 
fish population. 

This is why the Water Framework Directive (WFD)2 requires Member States to implement 
all measures necessary to achieve good ecological status of rivers, including measures to 
restore river continuity. However, the WFD also recognises that certain barriers, serving a 
useful and justified purpose, can be maintained under certain conditions3. In these cases, 
mitigation measures, tailored to the characteristics of the site concerned, must be taken to 
reduce as far as possible the impact of the barrier on river continuity. Such mitigation 
measures could include technical solutions to ensure fish migration, sufficient water flow and 
sediment transport, and appropriate habitats for aquatic species.

A recent fitness check4 found the EU regulatory framework for the fresh-water ecosystems to 
be largely ‘fit for purpose’ and ambitious, whilst underlining the need for stepping up its 
implementation and enforcement. The Commission is following up on this through horizontal 
enquiries sent to all Member States. Furthermore, the 2030 Biodiversity Strategy5 sets out 
targets to restore freshwater ecosystems and the natural functions of rivers, to achieve the 
WFD objectives. Amongst others, the Strategy commits to achieve the restoration, by 2030, 
of at least 25 000 km of rivers into free-flowing ones through the removal of primarily 
obsolete barriers and the restoration of floodplains and wetlands. The Commission will 
provide by the end of 2021 technical guidance to help Member States identify sites for 
restoration and mobilise appropriate funding.
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