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Subject: Managing excessive amounts of plastic waste following the introduction of new EU rules 
on shipments of plastic waste

On 1 January 2021, new EU rules entered into force banning the export of unsorted plastic waste 
from the EU to non‑OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) countries. In 
recent years, there has been a huge growth in the production of plastic and consequently the amount 
of plastic waste. Only around 30 % of plastic waste in the EU is collected for recycling. Around half of 
this amount is exported for further processing in countries outside the EU.

Considering the lack of adequate recycling infrastructure in the EU to deal with the remaining 
unsorted plastic waste locally, there has been growing concern among environmental 
non‑governmental organisations about the risk of excessive quantities of plastic waste – which 
previously would have been exported – ending up being incinerated or dumped in landfills.

1. How will the Commission ensure that the Member States manage the excessive amounts of 
plastic waste not exported to third countries in ways that are not harmful to the natural and 
human environment?

2. Besides its important efforts to reduce plastic waste by restricting the use and production of 
certain plastics, is the Commission planning any concrete incentives to enable investments in 
new and necessary recycling facilities?


