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to the Commission
Rule 138
Ilhan Kyuchyuk (Renew)
Subject:	HPV prevention in Bulgaria and national cancer control plan implementation
Bulgaria’s existing national programme for the prevention of cervical cancer expired on 31 December 2020. The programme has not still been restored by the Ministry of Health, which is disrupting the vaccination of eligible girls (aged 11-13 years old), and is also preventing GPs from fulfilling their obligation to prevent HPV‑related cancer. The Ministry of Health is preparing a new strategy, but it is fatally late, and the cohort defined in this supposedly new strategy is still not in line with the recommendations set out in the summary of product characteristics for the HPV vaccine (girls aged 9‑14 years old).
Vaccine coverage in Bulgaria is 5.6 %: the lowest in the EU. No cancer plan has been implemented, there are not even patient registers, there are restrictions on payment for oncology therapies, and Bulgaria has some of the highest levels of cancer morbidity and mortality.
1.	How will the Commission ensure Bulgaria is accountable to its residents in relation to one of the main EU health topics: HPV prevention?
2.	What measures will it take to urge the Bulgarian Government to implement EU policies to fight cancer and to develop a national cancer plan in line with the 2021-2030 health strategy?
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