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The European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation (Europol) Platform for 
Experts (EPE) is a secure web-based collaboration platform for experts in a broad variety of 
law enforcement areas. The Platform is available from the Internet and does not support the 
exchange and storing of personal data and classified information. It facilitates peer-to-peer 
exchange of knowledge and best practice, and communication between various (about 50) 
expert communities. There are, for instance, groups dedicated to digital forensics that aim to 
establish an environment where digital forensic practitioners can easily exchange non-
operational information and engage in discussions on relevant topics. 

The decryption workshops, organised yearly by the European Commission’s Joint Research 
Centre in close cooperation with Europol, bring together technical representatives from EU 
national digital forensic institutes mandated by their respective judicial authorities to support 
access to encrypted digital evidence. The workshops implement one of the technical measures 
proposed by the Commission to address the challenge of accessing encrypted information in 
criminal investigations that law enforcement and judicial authorities face1. The discussions 
focus on technical ways to lawfully access encrypted data at rest, without prohibiting, limiting 
or weakening encryption. 

The Horizontal Working Party on Cyber Issues is a Council working party; the Commission is 
invited to take part in its meetings. The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development is not part of the EU structures and thus not a member. The Working Party has 
been working on draft Council conclusions on the 2020 cybersecurity strategy2, which sets out 
how the EU should continue to recognise and promote the use of encryption and cryptography 
as a key element in cybersecurity.

1 See the Eleventh progress report towards an effective and genuine Security Union, COM(2017) 608 final.  
2 JOIN(2020) 18 final.


