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Question for written answer E-000560/2021
to the Commission
Rule 138
Pernando Barrena Arza (The Left), François Alfonsi (Verts/ALE), Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó 
(NI), Antoni Comín i Oliveres (NI), Clara Ponsatí Obiols (NI), Clare Daly (The Left), Mick Wallace 
(The Left), Miguel Urbán Crespo (The Left), Diana Riba i Giner (Verts/ALE), Chris MacManus (The 
Left), Jordi Solé (Verts/ALE)

Subject: The ECtHR has given another judgment against Spain for failing to investigate a case of 
torture of a detained person

On 19 January 2021, the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) issued a judgment against Spain 
for not ‘exhaustively and effectively’ investigating a complaint of torture. The judgment stresses that 
‘the seriousness of the offences which were the subject of the applicant’s complaint therefore 
deserved a thorough investigation by the State’.

This is the sixth time that the ECtHR has given a judgment against Spain for not investigating 
allegations of torture where the investigating judge was Fernando Grande-Marlaska. Mr Grande-
Marlaska is currently serving as the Interior Minister of the Spanish Government.

Given the provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights; the Commission’s obligation to 
uphold the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, in particular its Article 4 on the 
prohibition of torture; and the long-standing calls from the Council of Europe for the Member States to 
uphold their human rights obligations to effectively investigate credible claims of torture and other ill-
treatment:

1. Has the Commission established any kind of dialogue with the Spanish authorities to ensure that 
these fundamental rights are being upheld?

2. Does it consider it acceptable that a Member State and its Interior Minister have been repeatedly 
criticised by the ECtHR for failing to investigate serious allegations of torture, and, in this context, 
does it consider that Mr Grande-Marlaska’s failure to act appropriately could compromise the due 
diligence of the Spanish law enforcement authorities?


