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Subject: Clarification concerning the COVID-19 vaccine supply cuts in the EU

According to the agreement reached in August 2020 with the EU, AstraZeneca had been set to 
deliver about 80 million doses to the 27 EU Member States by March 2021.

In January 2021, AstraZeneca declared that because of production problems and the resulting supply 
constraints, the number of initial doses for EU Member States would be reduced.

According to a report in the British newspaper The Telegraph, however, AstraZeneca may have cut 
supplies intended for EU countries in order to sell doses to other nations at higher prices1.

At the same time, Pfizer announced on 15 January that it was temporarily reducing deliveries of 
vaccines to the EU until late January while it upgraded production facilities. As a result, vaccinations 
in some parts of the EU are being held up and, in some cases, completely halted2.

1. What measures, including legal action if needed, will the Commission take to find out exactly how 
many doses have been produced by AstraZeneca and to whom they have been delivered?

2. Similarly, what measures will it take to ensure that pharmaceutical companies’ contractual 
obligations to the EU will be met with regard to the number of vaccines delivered, and to ensure 
that the contracts will be fully published?

1 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2021/01/26/eus-coronavirus-jabs-may-have-ended-britain/
2 https://www.ft.com/content/e8177df6-04ae-4d20-8e62-ca76589c7653


