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Subject: Grave impact of COVID-19 on the birth rate in Europe: we must act now

Demography experts are expecting a collapse in the birth rate across Europe in 2021, as the impact 
of the 2020 lockdown is felt. 

A survey carried out in five European countries during the lockdown in March and April showed that 
many people had cancelled their plans to have children. The Germans and French were more likely to 
say that they were putting their plans on hold, while Italians were more likely to say that they had 
abandoned their plans altogether1.

In Italy, the number of births in December – precisely nine months after the country went into the first 
lockdown in Europe – fell by a huge 21.6% (data from a sample of 15 Italian cities recently published 
by the Istituto Nazionale di Statistica [ISTAT]).

Marriages in Italy also declined by more than half in the first 10 months of 2020: this, according to the 
Chair of ISTAT, was an additional factor in the likely decline in the birth rate in the near future.

In view of this:

Will the Commission promote aggregated and country-by-country European research on the birth rate 
(and its decline) in families, including specific assessments of the effects of COVID-19 on the birth 
rate itself?

Will it propose any long-term sustainable solutions to address the structural demographic challenges 
that the COVID-19 crisis is posing?

Will it promote or adopt any instruments to boost the birth rate within Member States?

1 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-europe-births-idUSKBN2A50MY


