Question for written answer E-000870/2021
to the Commission
Rule 138
Cristina Maestre Martín De Almagro (S&D)
Subject:	Closure of Siemens Gamesa plants in Spain and European aid
On 11 January, Siemens Gamesa announced the closure of its plants in As Somozas and Cuenca, with 266 redundancies and a concomitant loss of cohesion owing to the uplift that these plants provided to the economy in both regions.
Both Next Generation EU and the European Green Deal make renewable energy a key sector for the EU. Bearing in mind that this company received European funding through the EIB and given that the company’s declared performance has been optimal, it is difficult to understand this closure. If this decision were to be implemented, it would be a serious blow to regions which, already damaged by depopulation, are banking on sustainable growth.
Does the Commission have an audit mechanism at its disposal to ensure that aid provided is put to good use and that the use of funds does not lead to job losses?
What alternatives can the Commission offer to prevent this closure in a sector that is key to sustainability, and to mitigate the adverse consequences of closures in districts affected by severe depopulation, as is the case in Cuenca?
Does the Commission intend to restrict access to public funds for companies which, while declaring profits, promote the destruction of jobs in places where they are established?
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