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Subject: European Citizens’ Initiative as a tool for citizens’ participation in the EU decision-making 
process

The European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) is a valuable part of the democratic structure of the European 
Union. It enables citizens to participate in political life by giving them the power to call on the 
European institutions to take action that they consider important in policy areas where the EU has 
competence.

This instrument has been present in EU law for a decade now, and yet out of 76 initiatives registered, 
only 6 have reached the final stage, which is the Commission’s examination and response. It is 
important to underline that only in a fraction of cases has the Commission committed to bringing 
forward legislation as requested by these initiatives.

1. Does the Commission share the view that refusal to follow up on the requests formulated by 
citizens in ECIs undermines the participatory decision-making model and the democratic spirit of 
the Union?

2. How does the Commission see the future of the ECI instrument, as well as that of other tools for 
the direct participation of citizens in the EU decision-making process, especially in the context of 
the upcoming Conference on the Future of Europe?


