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Subject: Authorisation of fascist events in Spain

On 13 February 2021, an event was held in Madrid to pay tribute to the Blue Division, the military unit 
that dictator Francisco Franco sent to Russia to support Hitler during the Second World War. Guests 
commemorated the Battle of Krasny Bor.

Some 300 people attended the event, bringing Nazi and neo-fascist symbols and flags, including the 
swastika flag, and using Nazi and neo-fascist songs and greetings. Speakers included a young 
woman wearing a Falangist shirt, a priest, who performed a religious service, and the lawyer of one of 
the perpetrators of the 1977 Atocha massacre, in which fascists murdered five labour lawyers.

According to media reports, one of them said, ‘it is our absolute obligation to fight for Spain, to fight for 
Europe, which are now weak and have been sold off by the enemy. Only the disguise will differ; the 
enemy will always be the same: the Jews. [...] The Jews are to blame and the Blue Division fought for 
this.’

In the light of EU law and particularly Framework Decision 2008/913/JAI, does the Commission 
believe that an event where fascism is praised and anti-Semitic statements are made should be 
authorised in an EU Member State? Or should it be put through the criminal justice system?


