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Question for written answer E-001146/2021/rev.1
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Carlo Fidanza (ECR), Raffaele Fitto (ECR), Sergio Berlato (ECR), Pietro Fiocchi (ECR), Nicola 
Procaccini (ECR), Vincenzo Sofo (ECR), Raffaele Stancanelli (ECR)

Subject: Situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

The Italian Ambassador Luca Attanasio, military police officer Vittorio Iacovacci and their driver have 
been killed during an attempted kidnap that ended tragically in a gun battle.

The attack took place in the North Kivu region of the Democratic Republic of Congo, an area that has 
for years been the scene of violent clashes between dozens of militia groups fighting to gain control of 
the region and its natural resources.

The local provincial authorities have said that they were not aware of the ambassador’s presence in 
the area, which was why they had not been able to provide him with appropriate security measures 
nor reach him in time, in a part of the country that is ‘deemed unstable’ and held by several national 
and foreign rebel armed groups.

The Head of the EU Delegation was also in the region, while the MONUSCO mission, which is said to 
have assured the Italian Embassy that the road was safe, has been stationed there for many years.

In the light of the above, can the Vice-President/High Representative answer the following questions:

1. In his view, is the MONUSCO mission still able to play its role in full?

2. Does he intend to take any further measures or adopt any new strategies to keep peace in the 
region and to secure it?

3. What steps will be taken to examine the actions of the Congolese authorities and MONUSCO, 
neither of which, clearly, were able to guarantee the safety and protection of these officials?


