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Margrete Auken (Verts/ALE)

Subject: European Court of Auditors recommendation on demolitions of buildings funded with EU 
aid in the West Bank

On 22 February, Israeli authorities demolished Palestinian structures in Khirbet Humsa for the sixth 
time, including those built with EU funding. Compounding its immense trauma at the repeated 
demolitions and high stress levels due to basic needs not being fulfilled, the local community is feeling 
the pressure of displacement and forcible transfer.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) has reported a 500 % 
increase in the targeting of donor-funded structures this year compared to the same period in 20201.

In 2016 the European Court of Auditors criticised the Commission and the European External Action 
Service for a lack of resolve in securing compensation for demolished EU-funded projects in Area C 
and noted that points crucial to the EU in this regard had not been incorporated as 
‘criteria/prerequisites in programming any assistance/cooperation programme for Israel’2.

The Commission stated that it considered the ECA recommendation on enhancing the effectiveness 
of EU support to Palestine to have been ‘implemented in most respects’3.

1. Given the lack of progress and the deteriorating situation, can the Commission substantiate why 
it considers the recommendation to have been implemented?

2. When will the Commission include compensation for demolished EU-funded structures as criteria 
in EU-Israel bilateral support, including deductions?

Supporters4

1 Humsa al Bqai‘a | Flash Update No 4 | UN OCHA – occupied Palestinian territory (ochaopt.org).
2 ECA clearing letter – follow-up of the Court’s recommendations made in its Special Report No 14/2013 on EU 

direct financial support to the Palestinian Authority.
3 Letter from DG NEAR to the ECA concerning the clearing letter, 17 February 2017.
4 This question is supported by Members other than the author: Irena Joveva (Renew), Izaskun Bilbao 

Barandica (Renew), Hilde Vautmans (Renew)


