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Subject: AstraZeneca vaccine production and black market in vaccines

On 24 March 2021, the media reported that 29 million vaccine doses produced by AstraZeneca were 
hidden in the Catalent plant in Anagni, a fact discovered during an inspection by the Italian authorities 
that was carried out at the Commission’s request.

On 27 August 2020, the Commission signed a contract with AstraZeneca for the distribution of one 
hundred million vaccine doses by March 2021.

On 23 March 2021, during the European Parliament Budgetary Control Committee meeting, 
Commission Director-General for Health and Food Safety Sandra Gallina stated that only one out of 
five AstraZeneca production plants is currently producing vaccines and that vaccine doses produced 
by pharmaceutical companies under the Commission contract are circulating on the black market.

In the light of the above, we would like to ask the Commission the following questions:

1. What measures does it intend to take against AstraZeneca, which, in addition to failing to deliver 
the agreed number of vaccine doses, has behaved unfairly as regards the doses hidden in Italy?

2. Has the Commission launched inspections to ascertain whether the AstraZeneca production 
sites are actually operating and what technical problems are causing four of the five sites to be 
inactive?

3. What measures does it intend to take to combat the black market in vaccines taken away from 
EU residents?
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