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Subject: Censorship by Facebook

More and more often, Facebook is restricting citizens’ freedom of expression by censoring their posts, 
citing supposed and vague violations of ‘community standards’. Its censorship is equally serious when 
it is done without a legitimate reason, to silence MEPs on their social media pages, in flagrant 
violation of their right to freedom of expression in the exercise of their mandate. What is more, it does 
so to prevent the publication of scientifically valid and objective information on COVID-19 treatments, 
which clashes with the its economic interests of its main institutional shareholders, who also hold 
shares in the pharmaceutical companies producing vaccines. This is a blatant conflict of interest, with 
repercussions for freedom of expression and provision of comprehensive information, to the detriment 
of ordinary people.

Pending the establishment of a European regulatory framework requiring Facebook and other 
platforms to uphold fundamental rights such as freedom of expression and of information, does the 
Commission intend to take prompt, appropriate and effective action on this matter?
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