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Question for written answer E-002154/2021
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI), Dino Giarrusso (NI), Sirpa Pietikäinen (PPE), Pina Picierno (S&D), 
Helmut Scholz (The Left), Pierfrancesco Majorino (S&D), Dorien Rookmaker (NI), Javier Nart 
(Renew), Massimiliano Smeriglio (S&D), Viktor Uspaskich (NI), Mario Furore (NI), Mounir 
Satouri (Verts/ALE), Ernest Urtasun (Verts/ALE), Karen Melchior (Renew), María Soraya 
Rodríguez Ramos (Renew)

Subject: Deterioration of human rights in Egypt: the case of Sanaa Seif

On 17 March 2021, the 10th South Cairo Criminal Court convicted Egyptian human rights activist 
Sanaa Seif on charges of spreading false news, misusing social media and insulting a police officer 
on duty, and sentenced her to one and a half years in prison.

Since the 2013 military overthrow of former president Mohamed Morsi, President el-Sisi has overseen 
what human rights groups say is an unprecedented crackdown on dissent.

Restrictions on freedom of expression, reduced space for civil society and political opposition, and the 
application of terrorism legislation against peaceful critics have been used to silence voices of dissent 
with the regime, including those of Patrick Zaky and Giulio Regeni.

1. Considering the sharp deterioration of human rights, does the Vice-President of the Commission 
/ High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy agree that the EU 
needs to establish clear benchmarks for negotiating new partnership priorities with Egypt, making 
measurable progress in human rights and putting the rule of law at the centre of EU cooperation 
with Egypt? If so, what action can the Commission take to ensure tangible commitments from the 
Egyptian authorities?

2. What are the indicators pertaining to human rights, democracy and corruption that the 
Commission would consider necessary to trigger Article 26(1), leading to a suspension of Egypt’s 
financing agreement under the European neighbourhood instrument?


