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Rule 138

Jordi Cafas (Renew)

Subject: Breach of the principle of equality and non-discrimination with regard to COVID-19
vaccinations for state law enforcement officers in Catalonia

The Government of the Autonomous Community of Catalonia (Spain) has knowingly failed to adhere
to the COVID-19 vaccination strategy with regard to state law enforcement officers posted in
Catalonia. The strategy was approved by Spain’s inter-territorial health board, which deemed such
officers to be key workers.

This situation is putting the officers’ lives at risk. Spain’s Ministry of Health! has decided to take over
the Catalan Government’s powers relating to the vaccination campaign, once it became clear that
vaccination rates among the officers in question were scandalously lower than the Spanish average.

Leaders of Junts per Catalunya? — the governing party led by Carles Puigdemont MEP — have stated
that the Catalan Government should not vaccinate law enforcement officers posted to the region
because ‘they do not feel they are Catalan citizens’.

This situation is an example of the sectarian behaviour of the Catalan Government, which engages in
extremely serious discrimination against public officials depending on their responsibilities, origin,
ideology or political opinions. This is a direct affront to the principles of equality and non-
discrimination.

In the light of the foregoing:

1. Does the Commission take the view that this situation constitutes a breach of the principle of
equality and non-discrimination?

2. Isitintending to take action to prevent discrimination on political grounds in Member States’
vaccination plans?
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