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Subject: Boosting rail transport across Europe – making the most of the Year of Rail (freight 
transport)

No mode of transport has experienced as much growth in recent years as rail transport. In the Federal 
Republic of Germany, the largest increase in funding in the railway budget in history has made it 
possible to do justice to the importance of rail transport for achieving climate change objectives, but 
also for ensuring mobility and logistics in Germany. Passenger and freight transport by rail links 
Germany in a climate-friendly, safe and comfortable way with its European neighbours.

The ambitious climate protection objectives of the European Green Deal make rail transport in Europe 
all the more important.

Rail freight transport has a high growth potential. However, for companies in particular, switching to 
rail transport must be worthwhile. This includes combined transport, whole train traffic or single wagon 
traffic.

1. Is the Commission planning to work towards a uniform solution with regard to a Europe-wide 
conversion to the digital automatic middle buffer coupling (DAC) in rail freight transport, including 
through financial support?

2. Is the Commission planning to facilitate a modal shift to boost freight transport by rail by 
promoting single wagon traffic throughout Europe?

3. What further measures does the Commission intend to take, beyond the projects launched by the 
German Presidency of the Council of the EU in 2020, to transfer more freight transport onto the 
railways?


