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Subject: Implementation of hepatitis C screening programmes in the EU

Although the World Health Organization (WHO) has set an ambitious target to eradicate the hepatitis 
C virus (HCV) by 2030, it is estimated that about 112 500 people still die each year of liver cancer and 
cirrhosis related to HCV infection in the WHO European Region. Preventing and combating cancer is 
one of the Commission’s main health priorities for the current period. In Europe’s Beating Cancer 
Plan, the Commission stated that it would help Member States to prevent liver and stomach cancers 
associated with HCV and Helicobacter pylori infections by promoting the prevention of infectious 
cancer. Since these diseases can be cured, it is important to focus on their screening, especially 
considering that patients with HCV infection do not initially experience specific symptoms and may 
unknowingly infect others.

1. When will HCV elimination initiatives be launched and what are the deadlines for future projects? 
Has the content of these projects already been planned?

2. Given the significant differences in national HCV programmes and monitoring measures across 
Member States, are there any plans to launch pilot HCV screening programmes – for example by 
identifying risk groups at the primary level of healthcare?
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