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Subject: Economic recovery of the film and audiovisual industry in the COVID-19 context

Parliament has agreed to launch a COVID-19 recovery plan – a light at the end of the tunnel for 
European citizens and businesses. Moreover, the Commission’s flexibility in terms of EU State aid 
rules has mitigated some of the economic impact of the lockdown cycles.

The film and audiovisual sector is one of the very few industries, along with hospitality and air 
transport, that has been unable to resume physical activities due to COVID-19 restrictions, even as 
economies are reopening. Its businesses are mostly SMEs which look to the EU institutions for 
support in this crisis.

1. Given the disruptive nature of lockdown cycles, flexibility in terms of State aid rules – including 
Member States’ tax incentives – is a prerequisite for successful post-pandemic economy 
recovery. What is the Commission’s position on this?

2. Given that the Commission has launched guidelines for a ‘safe reopening of culture’, what steps 
will it take to ensure that the voices of important stakeholders, including the sector itself, are 
taken into account? For over a year, the industry has worked successfully with local and national 
authorities to ensure – when possible – that content was created and showcased in safe 
conditions. Will the Commission consider best practices?
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