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Subject:	Extension of the eFTI Regulation to customs formalities at external borders
Regulation (EU) 2020/1056 of 15 July 2020 on electronic freight transport information (eFTI) obliges competent authorities to accept freight transport information provided by economic operators in electronic format. The eFTI platforms created in accordance with this regulation should decrease the administrative formalities and accelerate the flow of goods in the EU single market.
Meanwhile, we are witnessing kilometre-long queues of trucks waiting long hours, even a days, at the EU’s external borders to pass with their loads heading to the EU. The causes of the long waiting times are complex customs and administrative formalities, lack of digitalisation and the limited number of border crossing points for trucks.
The eFTI Regulation and platforms could be a solid basis for a similar system with the aim of facilitating and accelerating the flow of goods through the external borders of the EU, especially with candidate countries in the Western Balkans.
Does the eFTI Regulation, in its current form, apply to third countries’ undertakings when it comes to customs formalities?
Could the eFTI Regulation be extended to customs and administrative formalities in order to facilitate and accelerate the import/export of goods through the EU’s external borders?
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